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ANYMORE .

AFTER THE DEATH OF NEDA BABA-LEVY, MY LIFE TOOK A NEW TURN,
IN 1984, | WAS FOURTEEN AND A REBEL. NOTHING SCARED ME

I'VE TOLD YOU A
HUNDRED TIMES

FORBIDDEN TO
WEAR TJEWELRY
AND TEANS!

THAT IT 15 STRICTLY

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH
THAT BRACELET ? GIVE IT TO
ME RIGHT NOW!

OVER MY DEAD
BODY! IT WAS A
QIFT FROM MY MOM.

| HAD LEARNED THAT YOU SHOULD
ALWAYS SHOUT LOUDER THAN
YOUR AGGRESSOR .

AND THE NEXT DAVY...

(et me see im, rm TeLLING vou,

IF YOU'RE STIL WEARING YEAH,
 TEWELRY TOMORROW... | KNow !

Q,e-r ME SEE YOUR WRIST .
| WHAT FOR ? '

i

WITH ALL THE JEWELRY
YOU STEAL FROM US, YOU
MUST BE MAKING A PILE
OF MONEY.

WHAT
HAPPENED ?

MARTI
HIT THE
PRINCIPAL

EXCUSE ME!
| DIDN'T MEAN [T !

SATRAPI,
YOu'RE
EXPELLED!




AFTER | WAS EXPELLED, IT WAS A REAL STRUGGLE TO FIND ANOTHER
SCHOOL THAT WOULD ACCEPT ME. HITTING THE PRINCIPAL WAS A
VERITABLE CRIME . BUT THANKS TO MY AUNT, WHO KNEW SOME
BUREAUCRATS IN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM, THEY MANAGED T0
PLACE ME IN ANOTHER SCHOOL . AND THERE...

SINCE THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC WAS
FOUNDED, WE NO LONGER HAVE -
POLITICAL PRISONERS, o

REGIME, BUT IT WAS THE ISLAMIC REGIME

MY UNCLE WAS IMPRISONED BY THE SHAH'S
THAT ORDERED HIS EXECUTION.

YOU SAY THAT WE DON'T
HAVE POLITICAL PRISONERS
ANVYMORE . BUT WE'VE
GONE FROM %000
PRISONERS UNDER THE
SHAH T0 300,000 UNDER
YOUR REGIME .

HOW DARE YOU LIE TO
US LIKE THAT ?
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YES. OF COURSE...VVES...

YOU KNOW WHAT THEY DO
TO THE YOUNG GIRLS THEY
ARREST ?

S0 A GUARDIAN OF THE

REVOLUTION MARRIES HER...

OBVIOUSLY, THAT EVENING MY
FATHER GOT A PHONE CALL.

IT WAS THE PRINCIPAL OF
MARTI'S SCHOOL .
APPARENTLY SHE TOLD OFF

THE RELIGION TEACHER , SHE
GETS THAT FROM HER UNCLE.

YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
TO NILOUFAR ? THE GIRL YOU
MET AT KHOSRO’S HOUSE ?
THE MAN WHO MADE
PASSPORTS ?

MAYBE YOU'D LIKE HER
TO END UP LIKE HIM T00 ?
EXECUTED ?

YOU KNOW THAT 1T’
AGAINST THE LAW TO KILL
A VIRGIN...

< AND TAKES HER VIRGINITY
BEFORE EXECUTING HER. DO YOU

IF SOMEONE S0 MUCH AS
TOUCHES A HAIR ON YOUR
HEAD, ILL KILL HIM!




BUT HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT FOR SURE! NO. YOUR MOTHER'S RIGHT . IF THE GIRL DIES, THE
MAVBE THEY TUST EXECUTED HER! TRADITIONALLY, WHEN A HUSBAND HAS TO GIVE THE
GIRL GETS MARRIED, THE DOWRY TO HER FAMILY.
HUSBAND 15 SUPPOSED TO
PAY HER A DOWRY .

THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED

WITH NILOUFAR . AFTER. SHE

WAS EXECUTED, TO MAKE IRFEPY SEC-
SURE HER AWFOL FATE WAS

UNDER STOOD, THEY SENT 500

TUMANS® TO HER PARENTS.

500 TUMANS FOR THE LIFE j
AND VIRGINITY OF AN 4

INNOCENT GIRL.

*EQUIVALENT T0 $5.00

ALL NIGHT LONG, | THOUGHT OF THAT PHRASE: “T0 DIE A MARTYR IS TO
INTECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY." NILOUFAR WAS A REAL MARTVR,
AND HER BLOOD CERTAINLY DID NOT FEED OUR SOCIETY'S VEINS,




CNE M{(EEK LATER.. I WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL TODAY, SHE ASSURED ME
THAT SHE HAD NOT SENT A REPORT THIS TIME, BUT CONSIDERING

MARTI, CAN YOU COME THE PERSON YOU ARE AND THE EDUCATION YOU'VE RECEIVED
HERE FOR A FEW WE THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF YOU LEFT lRAh(.
MINUTES? WE WANT
TO TALK T0 YoU,

PR OnIERED IHAVEpecineg FIRST OF ALL, BECAUSE IT’S EASIER TO GET AN

L0 SEND YOU TO AUSTRIA. AUSTRIAN VISA, AND SECOND BECAUSE MY
BEST FRIEND LIVES IN VIENNA. DO YOU
REMEMBER HER ? ZOZ0O? SHERINE'S MOM?

VEAH, YEAH,
BUT | DON'T
SPEAK

BUT I'M ONLY FOURTEEN

THERE'S A FRENCH SCHOOL YOU'RE GOING ON AHEAD OF
US. WE HAVE SOME BUSINESS YOU TRUST ME ?

IN VIENNA. ONE OF THE
BEST IN EUROPE ! TO TAKE CARE OF, WE'lL
AND WHAT f:(ggp:\/%svfew MONTHS YOU’RE FOURTEEN AND
ARE YU GOING . I KNOW HOW | BROUGHT
TO DO THERE ? YOU UP. ABOVE ALL, |
: TRUST YOUR EDUCATION,




YOU'RE THE SAME PERSON WHO WENT ON VACA-

TION TO FRANCE AlL BY YOURSELF, REMEMBER? IT’S TRUE, THAT was

GREAT .. .REAL INDEPENDENCE,

BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, MY PARENTS SENT ME
TO SUMMER CAMP IN FRANCE ., MY MOTHER DIDN'T
WANT ME TO GROW UP LIKE AN ONLY CHILD.

WE LOVE YOU S0 MUCH THAT WE FEEL IT'S BETTER FOR
WE WANT YOU TO GO. YOU TO BE FAR. AWAY AND |
HAPPY THAN CLOSE BY AND
MISER ABLE, JUDGING BY THE
SITUATION HERE, YOU'tL BE
BETTER OFF SOMEWHERE ELSE. |

AT THAT POINT, | STARTED T0 HAVE MY DOUBTS.
WHY SAY THOSE THINGS IF THEY WERE COMING T00 7

NO. | WON'T EVER FORGET .

WE ADORE YOU! DON'T EVER FORGET
WHO YOU ARE !
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WEREN'T COMING TO VIENNA,

| REPEATED WHAT THEY HAD TOLD ME OVER AND
OVER IN MY HEAD. | WAS PRETTY SURE THEY

| STAYED OP ALL NIGHT AND WONDERED IF THE
MOON SHONE AS BRIGHTLY IN VIENNA.

THE NEXT DAV | FILLED A JAR

IRANIAN SOIL .

WITH SOIL FROM OUR ‘GARDEN,

| TOOK DOWA AlL OF MY
POSTERS ,

I INVITED MY GIRLFRIENDS OVER
TO0 SAY GO0DBYE .

HERE. I'M GIVING YOU MY MOST PRECIOVS THING
SO0 THAT YOU WON'T FORGET ME.,

ﬂ

| NEVER REALIZED HOW MUCH
THEY LOVED ME.

AND | UNDERSTOOD HOW
IMPORTANT THEY WERE TO ME,




ON THE EVE OF MY DEPARTURE, MY | WATCHED MY GRANDMA UNDRESS, EACH MORNING, SHE PICKED
ol I A 1 SPEND THe TASMINE FLOWERS TO PUT IN HER BRA S0 THAT SHE WOULD SMELL
NICE . WHEN SHE UNDKESSED/ YOU COULD SEE THE FLOWERS FALL

FROM HER BREASTS.

CAN | SLEEP
WITH YOU ?

—
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IT WAS SOMETHING TO SEE

USTEN, | DON'T WANT T0
PREACH, BUT LET ME GIVE
YOU SOME ADVICE THAT !
WILL ALWAYS HELP YOU.

|
i
‘ 1A GRANDMA, HOW DO YOU
|_ (I HAVE SUCH ROUND BREASTS
' AT YOUR AGE?

OH, I'LL COME
SEE YOU.

i EVERY MORNING AND NIGHT,
efi [ SOAK THEM IN A BOWL OF ICE
ll| il WATER FOR TEN MINUTES.,

‘ .|
|‘: !
|{EA SHE ACTOALLY DID/ AND | KNEW
i i { IT, | JUST WANTED TO HEAR HER
|
|

Say T, SHE T00 WAS LYING TO ME.

Ak IN LIFE YOU'LL MEET A LOT OF TERKS. IF THEY HURT You,
L] TELL YOURSELF THAT IT’S BECAUSE THEY'RE STUPID,

' THAT WILL HELP KEEP YOU FROM REACTING TO THEIR
CRUELTY. BECAUSE THERE IS NOTHING WORSE THAN
BITTERNESS AND VENGEANCE.., ALWAYS KEEP YOUR
DIGNITY AND BE TRUE TO YOURSELF,

| SMELLED MY GRANDMA'S
BOSOM, IT SMELLED GOOD. I'LL
NEVER FORGET THAT SMELL.
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AND THE NEXT MORNING .

WAKE UP! IT'S
SEVEN 0'CLOCK .
WE'VE GOT TO GO.

| | WILL ALWAYS BE
TRUE T0 MYSELF.
VY |

DON’T EVER FORGET
WHAT | TOLD YOUu.,

I'M NOT COMING ALONG,

ﬂ
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THERE WAS A HUGE LINE. LOTS
OF PEOPLE WERE LEAVING THE
COUNTRY.
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ESPECIALLY YOUNG BOYS.,
CONSIDERED FUTURE SOLDIERS,
THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO
LEAVE THE COUNTRY AFTER
THEY TURNED THIRTEEN,




VYOU'LL SEE. EVERYTHING WILL BE 0K, DON'T CRY. THINK OF EUROPE AWAITS YOU, j
YOUR. FUTURE .
e
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AS SOON AS YOU GET TO
VIENNA, GO AND EAT A
SACHERTORTE. IT'S THE MOST

DELICIOUS CHOCOLATE CAKE .

WHAT | HAD FEARED WAS TRUE.
MAVYBE THEY'D COME TO VISIT, ¢
BUT WE'D NEVER LIVE TOGETHER
AGAIN.

NO TEARS . YOU'RE YOU'VE GOT TO GO NOW.
A BlG GIRL . DON'T FORGET WHO YOU ARE
AND WHERE YOU COME FROM,

EAST GRAND RAPIDS SCHOOLS
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER ~ ***
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| COULDN'T BEAR LOOKING AT THEM THERE BEHIND THE GLASS. | COULDN'T JUST (qol
NOTHING'S WORSE THAN SAYING GOODBYE. IT'S A LITTLE LIKE DVYING. |

CLOSE YOUR
SUITCASE,
YOU CAN GO.

! TURNED AROUND TO SEE THEM
ONE LAST TIME.

by
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO JUST GO.




