|'D NEVER READ AS MUCH 45
| pID DURING THAT PERIOD.

MY FAVORITE AUTHOR WAS ALl ASHRAF DARVISHIAN, A KIND OF

WITH MY MOTHER.

LOCAL CHARLES DICKENS. | WENT TO HIS CLANDESTINE BOOK-SIGNING

IT’S JUST HIS
KURDISH ACCENT,

HE TOLD 54D BUT TRUE
STORIES: REZA BECAME A
PORTER AT THE AGE OF TEN.

| FINALLY UNDERSTQOOD WHY |
FELT ASHAMED TO SIT IN MY
FATHER'S cADILLAC,

LEILA WOVE CARPETS AT AGE FIVE,

o
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THE REASON FOR MY SHAME
AND FOR THE REVOLUTION IS
THE SAME: THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSES,

HASSAN, THREE YEARS OLD,
CLEANED CAR WINDOWS.,

GET DOWN FROM
THERE, STLPID!

BUT NOW THAT |
THINK OF IT... WE HAVE
A MAID AT HOME !




SHE WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN SHE HAD TO LEAVE HER
PARENTS’ HOME TO COME TO WORK FOR US. JUST LIKE REZA4,
LEILA AND HASSAN

WE HAVE TO0 MANY CHILDREN,
14 O0R 45 INCLUDING HER,

SHE WiLL EAT WELL
AT YOUR HOUSE.

THIS IS MEHRI,

SHE WAS JUST TEN YEARS OLD WHEN SHE PLAYED WITH ME. AND SH
| WAS BORN..SHE TOOK CARE OF ME,
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AND IT CAME CLOSER!
AND IT CAME CLOSER!

IN OTHER WORDS, WE GOT ALONG WELL,




k[ WA

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION, IN
1938, SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE NEIGHBOR'S
SN, SHE WAS SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.

T <

. CAN YOU HELP ME
LACE MY SHOES?

W

EVERY NIGHT THEY LOOKED ONTIL THE DAY HE
AT EACH O0THER FROM THE
WINDOW OF MY ROOM.,

SLIPPED HER A LETTER,

LIKE MOST PEASANTS, SHE DIDN'T KNOW HOW
T0 READ AND WRITE ...

MY MOTHER HAD TRIED TO TEACH HER BUT
APPARENTLY SHE WAS NOT VERY TALENTED.

S0 LET’S REPEAT. M AS IN.., )
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CARROT!

MY DEAR HOSSEIN,

I MISS YOU A LOT,

IT HAS BEEN THREE
DAYS SINCE | SAW
YOU AT THE WINDOW,
| OFTEN TALK ABOLT
YOU T0 MY SISTER.,

| WAS VERY DEVOTED.




MEHRI HAD A REAL SISTER, ONE
YEAR YOUNGER, WHO WORKED
AT MY UNCLE’S HOUSE,

YOU KNOW, I HAVE A FIANCE.
OH REALLY, WHO?

AFTER A FEW VISITS, SHE
FELL IN LOVE WITH HIM T00,
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IT’S HIM! IN
FRONT OF THE
TV. ISNT HE

HANDSOME?

NOT BAD!

\

HER TEALOUSY WAS MORE THAN SHE COU
TOLD IT TO MY GRANDMA, WHO TOLD IT T

-+WHO DECIDED TO CLARIFY
THE SITUATION.

| AM YOUR
NEIGHBOR.
I WOULD LIKE
TO HAVE A FEW
WORDS WITH
VYOUR SO0M,

0K, I'LL GET
STRAIGHT TO THE
POINT: | KNOW THAT
MEHR! PRETENDS
SHE 15 MY DAUGH-
TER. IN REALITY
SHE 1S MY MAID,

36

LD BEAR AND SHE TOLD MEHRI'S STORY TO MY UNCLE, \WHO
0 MY MOM. THAT IS HOW THE STORY REACHED MY FATHER ...
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DO YOU WANT
TO CONTINVE
SEEING HER?

WITHOUT ANY HESITATION, HOSSEIN GAVE ALL
THE LETTERS HE HAD RECEIVED TO MY FATHER!

BUT THIS
15 MART'S
HAND-
WRITING!

TELL ME WHAT
THESE ARE!

o \WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL US ANYTHING?

BUT IS IT HER FAULT
THAT SHE WaS BORN
WHERE SHE was

YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THAT

DAD, ARE YOU
FOR OR AGAINST
SOCIAL CLASSES?

THEIR LOVE WAS IMPOSSIBLE.

BECAUSE IN THIS COUNTRY il

YOU MUST STAY WITHIN _-'ii H
YOUR OWN SO0CIAL CLASS, ”l ;[|
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WHEN | WENT BACK TO HER ROOM SHE waS il
CRYING., WE WERE NOT IN THE SAME SOCIAL CLASS ||‘ ] i
BUT AT LEAST WE WERE IN THE SAME BED. il |
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WHEN | FINALLY UNDERSTOOD
THE REASONS FOR THE REVO-
LUTION | MADE MY DECISION,

S0 THE NEXT DAV..,

( TAKE CaRE! )

MEHRI DON'T FORGET TO
COOK HER SOME CHICKEN,

DON’/T WORRY!
Zo&ozgmx _\pée WE ARE GOING
A AY!
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FOR ONICE SHE DIDN'T
INSIST ON COMING
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