THEKEY

THE IRAGQI ARMY HAD CONQUERED THE CITY OF KHORRAMSHAHR, THEIR ARMS WERE MOPERN, BUT WHERE
IRAQ HAD QUALITY, WE HAD QUANTITY. COMPARED TO IRAG, IRAM HAD A HUGE RESERNVOIR OF/ POTENTIAL
SOLDIER S, THE NUMBER OF WAR MARTYRS EMPHASIZED THAT DIFFERENCE.

CAN YOU HELP
ME STYLE MY
HaIR ?

HOW CAN | NOT SEE ? THEY'RE
DOING ALL THEY CAN TO SHOW
HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE DIED.
THE STREETS ARE PACKED
WITH NUPTIAL CHAMBERS.

ACCORDING TO SHITE TRADI-
TION, WHEN AN UNMARRIED
MAN DIES, A NUPTIAL
CHAMBER 15 BUILT FOR HIM,
THAT WAY, THE DEAD MAN
CAN SYMBOLICALLY ATTAIN
CARNAL KNOWLEDGE .

HAVE YOU SEEN AL
THESE CASUALTIES?

IT WAS 08VIOUS THAT MOM, DON'T ALL THESE DEAD e
MANY OF THE FIGHTERS MEAN ANYTHING TO vota o o h
DIED VIRGINS.

WAR AND

MARTYRS, S0, LIKE

MY FATHER SAID:

“WHEN A BiG WAVE

COMES, LOWER

YOUR HEAD AND

LET IT pass!”

OF COURSE
THEY MEAN
SOMETHING
TO ME!
BUT WE
ARE STILL
LIVING!

THAT'S VERY PERSIAN, THE i
PHILOSOPHY OF RESIGNATION. |
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| AGREED WITH MY MOTHER. | TOO TRIED TO THINK ONLY OF LIFE. HOWEVER, IT WASN'T ALWAYS EASY:

T SCHOOL, THEY LINED US UP TWICE A DAY TO MOURN THE WAR DEAD. THéY PUT ON FUNERAL MARCHES,

A

EAT OUR BREASTS.

AND WE HAD TO B

ERE
aL
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| REMEMBER MY INITIATION, IT WAS THE FIRST THEN THE LOUDSPEAKERS STARTED TO SING.

DAY OF CLASS AFTER SUMMER VACATION,

i WELCOME, GIRLS OF IRAN, THE = g
| WAR HAS TAKEN THE FLOWER 3
OF OUR NATION’S YOUTH! 1 2

BABABABABAS
£ HEY TROOPS OF...
BE J READY, %

BE READY

IT WASN'T A% 8ab
SEEN IT BEFORE,

HITTING YOURSELF IS ONE OF SOMETIMES EVEN WITH CHAINS.,
THE COUNTRY'’S RITUALS, DURING
CERTAIN RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES,
SOME PEOPLE FLAGELLATED
THEMSELVES BRUTALLY.

SOMETIMES IT WAS CONSIDERED
A MACHO THING.
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AFTER A LITTLE WHILE, NO ONE
TOOK THE TORTURE SESSIONS
ZERIDUSLY ANYMORE, AS FOR
€, | IMMEDIATELY STARTED
MAKING FUN OF THEM.

-

THE MARTVYRS!
THE MARTYRS)

SATRAPH WHAT ARE YOU
DOING ON THE GROUND?

M SUFFERING,
CANT YOU SEE?

—E_VER\/ SITUATION OFFERED AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
LAUGHS : LIKE WHEN WE HAD TO KNIT WINTER
HOODS FOR. THE SOLDIERS...

+.OR. WHEN WE HAD TO DECORATE THE CLASSROOM
FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REVOLUTION...

THE PRINCIPAL!

STOP THAT! OR I'LL CALL l

WHAT ARE
THESE

ﬁ‘ GARLANDS 7
TOIET

PAPER ?7

YOU'RE AS WORTHLESS A%
YOUR. DECORATIONS! YOU'RE
WORTHLESS!! YOU HEAR
ME 21 WORTHLESS M.

WHO SAID THAT? WHO WAS
IT? DOES SHE HAVE THE
COURAGE TO STAND UP? IF
NOT, YOU'LL AlL BE PUNISHED!
WELL? WHO Was IT721?

GOU'KE ALL SUSPENDED FOR

POOPO0




| THINK THAT THE REASON WE WERE S0 REBELLIOUS WAS THAT OUR GENERATION HAD KNOWN SECULAR
SCHOOLS, 0BVIOUSLY, THEY CALLED OUR PARENTS IN,

YOUR CHILDREN HAVE NO
RESPECT FOR ANYTHING.
NO SELF-CONTROL! THE
BaSIS OF EDUCATION COMES
FROM THE FAMILY!

—

STOP RIGHT THERE, YOU'RE
SAYING THAT WE DON'T
KNOW HOW TO EDUCATE
OUR CHILDREN?

LISTEN, WE'RE AT WAR, 4 LOT
OF CHILDREN DON'T EVEN HAVE
SCHOOL THESE DAYS. YOURS
HAVE A RARE OPPORTUNITY,
S0 YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE
THEVY'RE WELL-BEHAVED!

WELL-BEHAVED ? 50 THEY CAN
HIT THEMSELVES TWICE A DAY??

50 THEY CAN BE
COVERED FROM
HEAD TO TOE?

S0 THAT
THEY CAN BE
FORBIDDEN

TO PLAY

LIKE THE KIDS
THEY ARE ??

ANYWAY, THAT’S How
IT IS! EITHER THEY 0BEY
THE LAW, OR THEY'RE
EXPELLEDY

AND MAKE SURE THEY WEAR
THEIR VEILS CORRECTLY...
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IF HAIR IS AS
STIMULATING
AS YOU 54Y,

THEN YOU NEED
TO SHAVE YOUR
MUSTACHE !

[ My FATHER ACTUALLY SAID THAT.
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4IRLS HAD TO MAKE WINTER
HOODS FOR THE SOLDIERS, BUT
B0YS HAD TO PREPARE TO
BECOME SOLDIERS.

HI MRS, NASRINE .
YOU DON'T LOOK

MRS, NASRINE WAS OUR MAID,

IT'S A
PLASTIC
KEY
PAINTED

$0, TELL ME,
WHAT’S WRONG?

THEY GAVE THIS TO MY SON
AT SCHOOL. THEY TOLD THE
BOYS THAT IF THEY WENT
TO WAR AND WERE LUCKY
ENOUGH T0 DIE, THIS KEY \WOULD
GET THEM INTO HEAVEN,

NO, MY CHILD,
M NOT OK.

i IT’S OK, CRY, LET

YOURSELF 0.

'Ll MAKE
SOME TEA.

I'VE SUFFERED S0 MUCH. | RAISED MY FIVE KIDS
WITH THE WATER OF MY TEARS, NOW THEY WANT
TO TRADE THIS KEY FOR MY OLDEST SOM...

ALL MY LIFE, I'VE BEEN FAITHFUL
TO THE RELIGION. IF IT'S COME
TO THIS... WELL, | CAN'T BELIEVE

IN ANYTHING ANYMORE ...

AND THE CHILD,
WHAT DOES HE SAY? i ‘
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THEY TOLD HIM THAT IN PARA- (VEAH, WELL, HE'S
DISE THERE WiLL BE PLENTY Smﬁfﬁ,"m“
OF FOOD, WOMEN AND HOUSES Al
MADE OF GOLD AND DIAMONDS.

ON THE WAY, | THOUGHT
OF MY COUSIN PEYMAN,
HE WAS aLS0 FOURTEEN,

THINK ABOUT WHEN YOU'RE
GROWN UP. YOU WILL GO TO

MADE UP STORIES! WHAT

HELL? WHAT PARADISE ?

LISTEN, CHILD, THOSE ARE JUSTl COULLEGE. VOL.)'LL BECOME SOMEBOD\/.I
4

5T0P,
IT’S NO
BlG DEAL!

TELL ME, AT SCHOOL, D

HAVING A PARTY 7..l°LL

HEVY! PEYMAN?,,,WHAT?...
NEXT WEEK YOU’'RE
T0 PARADISE?

ID
THEY GIVE YOU THE K&YG]

ASK MY MOM,

EAST GRAND RAPIDS SCHOOLS
HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER 0
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SHAHAB WAS ANOTHER COUSIN.

MOM, PEVMAN INVITED ME O00H! SHAHAB! HE HADN'T BEEN LUCKY: THE WAR

TO A PARTY. CAN 1 GO? . STARTED JUST AS HE BEGAN HIS
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY SENT

m HIM TO THE FRONT RIGHT AWAY.

DING
DONG

RECRUITING CHILDREN FOR

[ WAS JUST TALKING TO
MY MAID. SHE SAID THEY'RE
THE FRONT. REALLY 1'?

TS AWFUL. EVERY DAY | SEE BUSES FULL OF
KIDS ARRIVING.

7' NUTS! THEY HYPNOTIZE THEM AND JUST T055

24 TH 0R. AR 0
JTHEY I COMEMRR O A ROOR AISES liCO THEM INTO BATTLE. ABSOLUTE CARNAGE.

CAN TELL..FIRST THEY CONVINCE THEM
THAT THE AFTERLIFE IS EVEN BETTER
THAN DISNEYLAND, THEN THEY PUT THEM
IN A TRANCE WITH AlLL THEIR SONGS ...
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