== THE CIGARETTE

WE WERE USED TO IT. | WAS GROWING UP AND
| EVEN HAD FRIENDS OLDER THAN ME .

P
THE WAR HAD BEEN GOING ON FOR TWO YEARS.

—
VESTERDAY ON THE NEWS THEY SAID WE
DESTROYED 1% IRAQI PLANES . RIGHT AFTER

oM THE BBC, | HEARD THAT IN FACT THE IRAQIS
HAD SHOT DOWN TWO OF OURS.

Ly

IT'S PERFECTLY CLEAR . EVERY DAY THEY TELL US THAT
WE'VE DESTROVED TEN PLANES AND FIVE TANKS, IF YOU
START FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR, THAT MAKE

I, THOUSAND PLANES AND THREE THOUSAND TANKS DESTROVED,
EVEN THE AMERICANS DON'T HAVE AN ARMY THIS BlG.,

| GET IT. M
GOING TO TEU MY
DAD THAT ONE.

BRINGGG...

HEV/ THERE'S THE BELL.,
DON/T YOU HAVE CLASST?

NO, WE'VE GOT PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION BUT WE'RE NOT GOING.
WE'RE GOING FOR BURGERS .

=

( BURGERS? ’
T THEY ALSO

@’- HAVE HOT DOGG,

ALL YOU NEEDED WAS SOME MONEY .

YEAH! AT KANSAS ON TORDAN
AVENUE .

DON'T LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT.
WE'LL CLIMB THE WALL.

HA HA HA Ha! @

HA HA Ha!

IF | WANTED TO BE FRIENDS
WITH 44-YEAR-OLDS, | HAD
T0 DO IT.

| WASN’T CHICKEN, SO |
FOLLOWED THEM .

| HAD ALREADY BROKEN THE
RULES ONCE BY GOING TO THE
DEMONSTRATION IN “39. THIS
WAS THE SECOND TIME,




JORDAN AVENUE WAS WHERE THE IF SOME PUBLIC PLACES HAD SURVIVED THE REGIME’S REPRESSION,
TEENAGERS FROM NORTH TEHRAN EITHER IT WAS TO LEAVE US A LITTLE FREE SPACE, OR ELSE IT WAS OUT
(THE NICE NEIGHBORHOODS) HUNG OF IGMORANCE , PERSONALLY, THE LATTER THEORY SOUNDED MORE LIKELY:
OUT. KANSAS WAS ITS TEMPLE , THEY PROBABLY HADN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA WHAT “KANSAS™ WAS,

DID YOU SEE HIS HAIR ?
JUST LIKE ROD STEWART!

YEAH, IF HE GETS
CAUGHT, HE'LL
GET 4 BUZZ CUT!

..IN SPITE OF EVERVYTHING, KIDS WERE TRYING TO LOOK HIP, EVEN UNDER RISK OF ARREST

Y FRIENDS WEREN'T ACTUALLY THAT INTERESTED IN THE HAMBURGERS... FOLLOW THE OTHERS, | MEAN, | WWAS

M

- T00 YOUNG TO INTEREST THEM.
Cq I &=

,@:
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WE LET THE BOYS KNOW THAT THEY COULD FOLLOW US BY 4 FEW SIGNS.

WHAT THE HELL
2'_/10120'0? oo ' ARE YOU DOING 7? ’

V4
E_g

WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT IF WE
WERE IN THE STREET DURING A
BOMBING, WE SHOULD LIE DOWHN IN
. THE SIRENS WENT OFF, THE GUTTER FOR SAFETY.
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LS

EST,

| &

[T THE WONDERFUL DAY WAS

SPOILED BY MY MOM.
| e

S0 HOW WAS
SCHOOL ?

YOU DARE TO
UE STRAIGHT
TO MY FACE?

S0 MAYBE IT7S
ME WHO CUT
CLASS ?

YOU TELL ME THE TRUTH
RIGHT NOW OR ELSE YOU'LL
BE PUNISHED TWICE!

MY MOTHER USED THE SAME
TACTICS AS THE TORTURERS,

BUT AlLL | HAD Was
RELIGION CLASS!

1 DON'T GIVE
A DAMN! You
DON'T CUT CLASS!

AND YOU JUST UED AGAIN! THE
SCHOOL CALLED AND SAID YOU HAD
GRAMMAR THIS AFTERNOON !

| HAD SAID RELIGION TO TRY T0O
MAKE MY MOTHER LESS ANGRY,
BUT IT HADN'T WORKED,

pes
THIS TIME | COVERED |
FOR YOU, BUT IT'S THE
LAST TIME! NOW IS THE.
TIME FOR LEARNING .
YOU HAVE YOUR WHOLE
LIFE TO HAVE FUN! WHAT
ARE YOU GOING TO BE
WHEN YOU GROW UP??
IN THIS COUNTRY YOU
HAVE TO KNOW EVERY-
THING BETTER THAN
ANYOME. ELSE. IF YOU'RE
| GOING TO SURVIVE !t

DIDN'T YOU MEET DAD WHEN
YOU WERE FOURTEEN?

YOU'RE NOT
FOURTEEN!

DICTATOR !
YOU ARE THE
GUARDIAN OF
THE REVOLUTION
OF THIS HOUSE !




SOMEWHAT LATER...

..FOR THE FOURTH
TIME THIS MONTH.

\!

THE IRANIAN ARMY HAS
RETAKEN KHORR AMSHAHR. ..

-
——

—

EVEN IF IT'S TRUE, WHAT
DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE
TOUS?

MAY | G0 TO THE
BASEMENT, MA/AM?

YES, MISS SATRAPI,

THE BASEMENT WaS MY
HIDEAWAY.

AS IT TURNED 0UT, THEY
DID RETAKE KHORRAMSHAHR .
WE ALL THOUGHT THAT THe
WAR WOULD FINALLY END .

IN FACT, IRAG PROPOSED ¢
A SETTLEMENT, AND SAUDI
ARABIA WAS WILLING TO
PAY FOE K&CONSTEUCT!ON’,
T0 RESTORE PEACE TO THE

BUT OUR GOVERNMENT WAS
AGAINST IT.

THEY DECLARED: ]

WE REFUSE THIS
iMPOSED PEACE !

M4




(WE SHALL CONQUER KARBALA']

THE ONE THAT STRUCK ME MOST BY ITS GORY IMAGERY WAS: “TO DIE & MARTYR
IS TO INJECT BLOOD INTO THE VEINS OF SOCIETY.”







IN THE NAME OF THAT WAR, THEY
EXTERMINATED THE ENEMY WITHIN.

THOSE WHO OPPOSED THE REGIME \WERE
SYSTEMATICALLY ARRESTED...

IT WAS AWFUL, BUT
KOFFF | KOFFF | THIS WAS NOT THE WITH THIS FIRST

OMENT TO GIVE IN. CIGARETTE, | KISSED
KOFFFE it LA0M 4 CHILDHOOD GOODBYE. .

AS FOR ME, | SEALED
MY ACT OF REBELLION
AGAINST MY MOTHER'S
DICTATORSHIP BY
SMOKING THE
CIGARETTE I'D STOLEN
FROM MY UNCLE TWO
WEEKS EARLIER

[ -

NOW | WAS 4 GROWN-UP,
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