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S0 MY FATHER WAS NOT
A HEROD.

@ EVERYTHING ALL RIGHT, MAR?)

IF ONLY HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON.

THEY CUT MY DAD'S LEG
OFF, BUT HE STILL DIDN'T
CONFESS!... SO THEY CUT
OFF AN ARM A4S WELL.

LUCKILY, ONE DAY THEY TOLD
ME ABOUT MY UNCLE ANOOSH,

AND | HAD A HERO IN MY
FAMILY... NATURALLY |
LOVED HIM IMMEDIATELY,

WHY DON'T YOU COME
AND LIVE WITH US?

THE ONLY ONE OF MY FATHER'S BROTHERS | HAD NEVER MET,
BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN IN PRISON, AND NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN 30 YEARS, MY GRANDMA WAS REUNITED WITH HER SIX CHILDREN,

SUCH A SWEET CHILD! r'LL
SLEEP HERE TONIGHT AND
TELL YOU STORIES,
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NI BOTHER HIM
00 MUCH, HE'S TIRED.

OK, HERE GOES: | WAS 18 YEARS
OLD WHEN MY UNCLE FEREYDOON
AND HIS FRIENDS PROCLAIMED

THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE IRANIAN
PROVINCE OF AZERBAIJAN...

FEREVYDOON ELECTED HIMSELF
MINISTER OF TUSTICE OF
THIS NEW LITTLE REPUBLIC,

GENTLEMEN, TUSTICE IS
THE BASIS OF DEMOCRACY.
ALL MEN SHOULD BE EQUAL
IN THE EVES OF THE LAW.
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MY IDEAS WERE THE SAME 45
HIS BUT YOUR GRANDFATHER
REMAINED FAITHFUL TO THE
SHAH,

MY $ON, & TRAITOR!
GO AWAY AND
TOIN UP WITH MY
IDIOTIC BROTHER !

BOTH END
UP BEING
EXECUTED!
b0 YoU
HEAR ME?
EXECUTED!

ENTHUSIASM .

| BECAME FEREYDOON'S SECRETARY,
IT WAS A TIME OF DREAMS AND

ONE NIGHT | HAD A
TERRIBLE NIGHTMARE: -
DEAD PEQPLE, BLOOD...
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AZERBAITAN 1S ONLY THE
BEGINNING. WE ARE GOING

PROVINCEM

TO FREE IRAN PROVINCE BY

SHIT! THE
SHAH’S SOLDIERS!

GOOD GOD!
FEREYDOON!
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| WANTED T0 DO SOMETHING.,. BUT
HERE WAS NOTHING | COULD DO...THEY
ARRESTED HIM AND | RAN AWAY,

FOR DAYS AND DAYS | WALKED THROUGH THE FALLING SNOW,
| CROSSED THE ALBORZ MOUNTAINS TO FIND REFUGE AT MV
PARENTS’ HOUSE IN ASTARA.,

| Was HUNGRY, | WAS COLD, BUT | CONTINUED.

| WAS NEARLY DEAD WHEN |
ARRIVED.

MY GOD! WHAT’S GOING ON? WHAT 1S HE |

ANOOSH!I! WHO’S BOTHERING US DOING HERE ? i

] AT THIS HOUR? WHY DIDN/T He
STAY WITH HIS
NICE UNCLE?

COME
QUICKLY!

IT'S OUR
SON ANDOSH!
HE Has
FAINTED!
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(0w ALWAYS SAY THE RIGHT THING

AT THE RIGHT TIME! HELP ME NOW!

BUT THE SHAH'S POLICE \NER
LOOKING FOR ME. | WAS NOT
SAFE WITH MY PARENTS.
50 | DECIDED TO GO INTO EXILE.

OH MY GOD...
MY SON, MY
DEAR SON...

IT’S A BIT
LATE TO
SHOW YOUR
AFFECTION!!!

| SWAM ACROSS THE ARAS RIVER

AND ARRIVED IN THE US.S.R, ol

HAPPENED TO
YOUR. UNCLE
HOLY FEREVYDOON?
SMOKE! i
LALY’S DAD
HASN/T EVEN
BEEN TO THE

| LEARNED THAT HE KNEW THE SHAH'S ARMY WAS COMING
T0 ARREST HIM. HE COULD HAVE RUN AWAY LIKE MOST OF HIS
FRIENDS DID, BUT HE DECIDED TO STAVY.

ALL IS LOST. | AM AT YOUR
MERLY, GENTLEMEN.
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WAS INVOLVED IN HIS POLITICAL MOVE-
MENT. A GIRL FROM A GOOD FAMILY,

AT THE TIME HE HAD A GIRLFRIEND WHD
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FEREYDOON,
Y0U HAVE
A VISITOR.,

VES, | PAID
THE GUARD.
HE WON'T
BOTHER US.

YOU KNOW WHAT T IS LIKE
TO BE AN UNMARRIED MOTHER
IN THIS COUNTRY, YOU WILL BE
SHUNNED. LIFE WILL BE HELL,

I DON'T CARE. LET’S
MAKE A CHILD,

MY DARLING,
YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE COME, YOU
ARE MAKING

IT WORSE FOR
VOURSELF,

I AM GOING T BE EXECUTED TOMORROW,

SHE BECAME PREGNANT THAT
VERY NIGHT AND LEFT FOR
SWITZERLAND SOON AFTER. | KNOW
THAT SHE HAD A SON. | HEARD
HE LOOKS A LOT LIKE HIS FATHER.
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LET’S MAKE A CHILD,

LIVING MEMORY OF YOU,

| KNOW, | WANT A

o

O EHH...DO YOU

HAVE OTHER
STORIES LIKE
THAT ?




AND YOU, WHAT DID
YOU DO IN THE US.SR?

IN MARXISM-LENINISM,

fIRST | WENT TO LENINGRAD, THEN
T0 MOSCOW, WHERE | BECAME
A GTUDENT. | HAVE A DOCTORATE

LATER | MARRIED AND
HAD TWO CHILDREN, TWO
GIRLS. LOOK...

SHE WAS MY WIFE,
WE ARE DIVORCED.

0K, BUT WHY (S HER
HEAD SCRATCHED 0UT?
Q
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IT'S HEARTS THEY DON'T HAVE,
THEY DON'T KNOW HOW TO LOVE,

RUSSIANS AREN'T LIKE US..,
WHAT? DON'T THEY
HAVE HEADS?
-
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AFTER THE SEPARATION, | FELT VERY LONELY, | MISSED My COUNTRY, I DECIDED TO G0 HOME. | GOT
MY PARENTS, MY BROTHERS, | DREAMT ABOUT THEM OFTEN, A FALSE PASSPORT AND
DISGUISED MYSELF,

THEY PUT ME IN PRISON FOR.
NINE YEARS,

HEY! YOU WITH
CI5ea ! BETTER
sﬁﬁquis?eéyN THAN LALY'S
FATHER!

THEY SAY YOU WERE
TORTURED TERRIBLY, LIKE
SIAMAK, LALY'S FATHER .

NO, HE ToLD IT | TELL YOU ALL THIS

TG MOM AND | BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT

HEARD HIM, Me THAT YOU KNOW. OUR
FAMILY MEMORY MUST NOT
BE LOST, EVEN IF IT'S NOT
EASY FOR YOU, EVEN IF YOU

SUFFER. WAS DON'T UNDERSTAND IT ALL.

MUCH WORSE.,

YOUR FATHER TOLD
YOU THAT?

DON'T WORRY,
FLL NEVER
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HERE, TAKE THIS SWAN PLEASANT DREAMS,
| MADE IN PRISON. OUT
OF BREAD.

THERE ARE LOTS
OF HEROES IN MY
FAMILY. MY
GRANDPA WAS IN
PRISON, MY UNCLE
ANDOSH T00: FOR
NINE YEARS! HE
WAS EVEN IN THE
U.5.5.R. MY GREAT-
UNCLE FEREYDOON
PROCLAIMED A
DEMOCRATIC STATE
AND HE WAS...




