Body Biography:  Planning Guide


Name: ___________________________
Directions: You will work in a group to produce a life-size visual representation of a primary character from American Born Chinese. You must, in the process, prove that you understand the story.
How to Begin

Groups should begin by tracing an outline of one group member’s body on the paper, then decide the BEST way to represent the following aspects of the character both literally and figuratively.  I would recommend a rough draft on regular paper before you dive in! 
The Heart/Soul: What is at the heart of your character?  What are the things that reflect who the character is at their very core? Where should the heart be placed to best represent what this character loves most?  What should it look like and what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be included in it?  

The Brain: What things exemplify how the character thinks?  


The Backbone or Spine:  What are some things that show the character’s “backbone” (courage)?  The spine of this character should be represented in a way that visually conveys what motivates him or her the most.  

The Hands:  What does this character hold in his/her hands?  What are things the character did to reach out to and/or touch others that helped develop who they are? Items that are associated with the character either literally or figuratively can be included.  

The Feet:  On what foundation is the character standing? What are things the character actively did that changed or developed who they are?  This should be a symbolic representation of the character’s most fundamental beliefs about life or needs for his existence.  

The Eyes: What are things the character witnessed that changed or developed who they are?  


The Ears: What are things the character heard that changed or developed who they are?

The Mouth: What are things the character said that show who they are as a person?  

The Background:  For the background, draw/depict elements that suggest influences from the character’s environment, background, or religious development.

Quotations:  Near the character’s head, place at least 5 “direct quotations” that contribute to an overall understanding of the character as you choose to present him.  Be sure to document your quotes using MLA format.
Virtues and Vices:  What are your character's most admirable qualities? His worst? How can you make us visualize them?  Use your imaginations!
Original Text:  Create a piece of original text (paragraph of literary analysis, Biopoem, narrative of the character’s life, diary entry from character’s point of view, etc.) that helps us understand the character and include it somewhere appropriate on the body biography.
Body Biography Suggestions

1.
Placement:  Carefully choose the placement of all text and artwork.  For example, the area where your character's heart would be might be appropriate for illustrating the important relationships within his life. The hands might refer to actions or accomplishments of the character.
2.
Color - Colors are often symbolic. What colors(s) do you most associate with your character? Why? How can you effectively weave these colors into your presentation?

3.
Overall Presentation:  Be sure that your finished product tells the story of the character.  What do we know about the character from your biography that we might not have understood from a simple reading of novel?
Body Biography Rubric & Requirements 

Although I expect your biography to contain additional dimensions, your work must contain AT THE MINIMUM:  

• A good understanding of the book and character 

• Visual symbols 

• An original text 

• The five most important quotes (either exposition or dialogue) relating to your character (be sure to cite correctly). 
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	Neatness
	Project is neat, well organized, and clearly shows effort
	Project  is somewhat neat, organization is sufficient, and it shows some effort
	Project is lacking in neatness, organization, and effort
	Project is not neat, organized, and it shows no effort 

	Team Work
	All team members work well and efficiently; no one was ever off task
	Team members work efficiently; at times a group member was off task
	Team members worked well at times, were off task at times
	Team members did not work efficiently 

	Writing
	Clearly written explanations are provided as needed. One original text is included and shows a great grasp of the character. 
	Some clearly written explanations are provided. One original text is included and shows some grasp of the character.
	Insufficient written explanations were provided. One original text is included but not good and not showing a good grasp of the character. 
	The writing overall did not meet the requirements  

	Visuals
	The body as well as the symbolic images were well done, colorful, and added to the meaning of ABC and the assigned character 
	The body as well as the symbolic images were somewhat completed, colorful, and added to the meaning of ABC and the assigned character 
	The body or the symbolic images were either incomplete, not colored, or did not make sense based on ABC and/ or the assigned character 
	The visuals overall did not meet the requirements

	Passages/ quotes
	At least five direct and  important quotes or passages were written and cited on the body bio 
	Four important quotes or passages were written and cited on the poster
	Three important quotes or passages were written and/or cited on the body bio. Citations may be missing or incomplete. 
	Two or less quotes or passages were written and/or cited. Citations may be missing or incomplete. 

	Totals 


	
	
	
	

	Total Grade: ____________/50   x2   = ____________/100   (Reading Grade: Character Development Standard)


