Argument Essay Organizer
Before you begin the essay:

A. Carefully read the prompt (Know exactly what it is asking you to write about and to whom)

B. Establish the ITA (Issue, Task, Audience)

C. Determine your claim and the counterclaim (the other side of your argument)

I. The Introduction

   
A. The Hook (How will you grab your reader’s attention and/or establish credibility?)

                 No Boring openers – Do not restate the prompt or give the claim (thesis) in the first   


     Sentence. NO cliché rhetorical questions. (Example: Is college worth it?)
   
 B. Give Context (Refer to Text, a specific question or problem, or prompt)

   
 C. The Claim (What you believe, think, or want to argue) Last sentence

 D. Address the audience


 E. Write with voice – think about using a simile, extended metaphor, or imagery

II. The Body

A. Topic Sentence (What you will discuss)


B. Background


C. Specific details for support (Examples, Evidence, Anecdotes)


D. Why details are important (Analyze what details mean or prove)


E. Use Ethos, Pathos, Logos (appeal to the reader’s morals, emotions, and intellect)

F. 7-10 sentences – A “juicy” paragraph (as detailed as possible) Answer the why and how
III. Counter-Argument
A. What is the other Side of the argument? (Lending Credence)

“Others may argue” “Others may disagree”


B. Refutation (Why this argument may be misinformed)


C. Always bring it back to YOUR argument (Do not write like you are on the other side)


D. More specific detail


E. More Ethos, Pathos, Logos


F. 7-10 sentences – Another “juicy” paragraph

IV. Conclusion

A. What should we believe, do, or conclude as a result of your argument?

B. A Call to Action (Tell  your audience what to DO)

C. Address the Audience (Do not give a specific name)

D. Imperative Sentences (Commands)

E. Use verbs like “should” “will”

F. Use pronouns like “We” “Us” “Our”

Items to Remember:

· Discover the ITA/Side 1/Side 2 Immediately (Issue, Task, Audience)

· Make your intended audience clear. 

· No formulaic transitions at the beginning of each paragraph (Frist, Second, Third, In Conclusion)

· Use transitions within your paragraphs, not only at the beginning of each paragraph

· No contractions (can’t, I’m, it’s, don’t, won’t)
· No dead words: a lot, very, things, pretty much, sort of, really, good, bad

· Elevate your diction and vary your syntax

· Create power with your words with a colon (:) or dash (--)

· Use other punctuation marks like a semicolon (;) (Joins two independent clauses)

· No you (unless you are directly addressing the audience)

· No “and” signs or text talk language (This is a FORMAL essay)

· Indent paragraphs

· Write neatly

· If the prompt tells you to write a letter, it does NOT have to literally be a letter – This is an ESSAY

