Name: _______________________________________________	Date: ______________	             Block:_______
“No Speak English” by Sandra Cisneros
Vocabulary:
Mamacita= slang for “_______________” or “________________” (as used in pick-up lines), but with the connotation of being ________________
Mamasota= slang for “______________” (as used in more lowbrow pick-up lines), but with the connotation of being ____________________ 
Cuando= “____________?” as in a question of when something will happen.

Clarify: 
1) Who is the narrator?

2) What culture is represented? 

3) What type of text is this? 

Active Reading Questions:
1. What does Rachel think of the woman?



2. What does Esperanza think of the woman?



3. What do you think were the circumstances that led the man to bring the woman to this country?


4. Why does Esperanza repeat the description of her shoes/feet/toes as being “tiny”?


5. What do the descriptions of her clothes and possessions tell us about the woman?


6. What is the significance of the fact that she only knows those few American phrases? What kind of phrases are they?




7. Why would the woman be “afraid of English”?


8. Why is it significant that she “sits all day by the window and plays the Spanish radio show and sings all the homesick songs about her country” (77)? What does this say about her?



9. Why is the word “home” repeated on page 77 in the 2nd to last paragraph?


10. What is the significance of the fact that the woman “still sighs for her pink house”?





11. What do you think she means by “Cuando, cuando, cuando?” (78) Why does her husband respond, “We are home”?





12. Why does it break her heart for her baby boy to sing a Pepsi commercial, shortly after learning to talk?



13. How is the meaning of “No Speak English” different at the end of the vignette than it was at the beginning of the vignette? What is the distinction between the meanings?


14. Summarize the “No Speak English” vignette in 3-4 sentences (focus on plot – main events): 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


15. Explain your personal reaction/thoughts to this vignette in 3-4 sentences. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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