Name: ________________________________




Block: _________

Pygmalion (play) and “My Fair Lady” (film counterpart) – Viewing & Discussion Questions

SECTION 1: GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF THE PLAY AND CHARACTERS 
ADVANCE \d41. What event are the people leaving at the story begins? 

ADVANCE \d42. What purpose does the rain shower serve? 

3. What is your first impression of the flower girl based on her physical appearance, accent, and behavior? 

ADVANCE \d44. Why does the flower girl protest, “I am a good girl, I am!” 

ADVANCE \d45. The note taker is assumed to be of what profession? What actually is his profession? 

ADVANCE \d46. What does the note taker say about a "woman who utters such depressing and disgusting sounds"? 

ADVANCE \d47. The note taker brags about what he could do for the flower girl within six months. What does he claim? 

ADVANCE \d48. What do Higgins and Pickering have in common? 

ADVANCE \d49. In a well-written musical play, the lyrics in the songs take the place of dialogue and serve to move along the plot, develop the themes and/or better develop the characters. Why does Higgins sing, “Why can’t the ___________________ teach their ________________ how to ___________________ ?” 

ADVANCE \d4
10. Eliza sings a song when she is back near Covent Gardens that night. She sings, “All I want is a ___________________ somewhere/ Far away from the ___________________ night air with one ______________________ chair, now wouldn’t it be ____________________________ ? What does this indicate about her?

11. When Higgins recognizes the flower girl at his house the next day, what is his reaction? 

12.  What does Eliza Doolittle want? 

SECTION 2: THE BET AND THE FULFILLMENT 
ADVANCE \d413. Even after he agrees to teach her, what is Higgins' attitude towards Eliza? 

ADVANCE \d4
14. Describe Mrs. Pearce's role. 

ADVANCE \d4
15. Eliza determines to leave rather than to be further insulted. How does Higgins persuade her to stay? 

ADVANCE \d416. What is the point of the bath scene? 

ADVANCE \d4
17. Mrs. Pearce makes some suggestions to Higgins. What are they?

ADVANCE \d4
18. Why is Alfred Doolittle looking for his daughter? Does he see her often? How do you know? 

ADVANCE \d4
19. Alfred Doolittle sings a song that reveals his character. He sings, “with a __________________ bit of luck, you’ll ______________ amok.” What does this line and the entire song indicate?

ADVANCE \d4
20. Why does Alfred Doolittle come to see Professor Higgins? 

ADVANCE \d4
21. Doolittle says, "I'm undeserving, and I mean to go on being undeserving." Why does he not want to better himself? 

ADVANCE \d4
22. Why does Doolittle want only five pounds instead of the ten he is offered? 

ADVANCE \d4
A few months later(((((..
23. How does the “rain on the plain” scene mark a turning point in the play? 

ADVANCE \d4
24. When Henry playfully dances with Eliza in the study, how does the balance of the play change? 

ADVANCE \d4
25. Why does Eliza later tell Mrs. Pearce that she could have “danced all night?”
ADVANCE \d4
26. Eliza’s manner of speaking is changing, but what about her self-identity and values is also changing? 

ADVANCE \d4
27. Where does Henry Higgins decide to take Eliza to test her skills? 

ADVANCE \d4
28. What do you notice about the clothes of all the race watchers? What might this communicate about their individuality and their status? 
ADVANCE \d4
29. Does Eliza “look the part” that day? How? 

ADVANCE \d4
30. Influenza, aunts, people being “done in” and yelling about Dover ---how does Eliza’s behavior and conversation cause an uproar? How is the use of slang a violation of social conventions? 

ADVANCE \d431. Henry’s mother, though kind, needs to explain something to Henry about Eliza at this stage. What does she say?
32. Who is Freddy Eynsford Hill? Where do you recognize him from?  What is ironic about where we first met him versus where we see him now? 
ADVANCE \d4Several more months pass((. 
33. Higgins, Pickering, and Eliza dress in evening clothes for a big event. What is the event? 

ADVANCE \d4
34. How is this evening another test? Who is being tested? 
ADVANCE \d4
35. Who is Nepommuck? Does Henry Higgins like him?

ADVANCE \d4
35. Is Eliza successful at the ambassador’s reception? Why or why not? 

36.  What rumors circulate about Eliza at the reception?  In your opinion, is this good or bad? 
37. From the perspective of the people at the reception, what is society’s definition of a “lady?” 
ADVANCE \d4
38. After arriving home from an exciting evening of dancing, Eliza does NOT say she could have “danced all night.” How has the evening been a difficult one for her? 

ADVANCE \d4
SECTION 3: ELIZA’S INDEPENDENCE 
ADVANCE \d439. Why does Eliza throw Higgins' slippers at him?

ADVANCE \d4
40. What is Higgins' advice to Eliza when he realizes she is upset (although he cannot understand why she is upset)? The major conflict in the play is now out in the open. Explain. 

ADVANCE \d4
41. Why does Eliza wish Higgins had left her where he had found her? 

ADVANCE \d4
42. Who is waiting for Eliza when she leaves the Wimpole Street residence in the middle of the night? Why is this person outside? 

ADVANCE \d4
43. Why does Eliza tell Freddy, "Don't you call me Miss Doolittle . . . Eliza is good enough for me”?
ADVANCE \d444. Later, she vehemently sings to Freddy, “ If you’re in love—show me !” Is she really singing to Freddy or someone else? Why is she upset?

ADVANCE \d4
45. Eliza has a taxi take her somewhere. Where does she return? Does she belong there anymore? 

ADVANCE \d4
46. Eliza meets her dad at Covent Garden. How has Alfred changed?

ADVANCE \d4
47. How has Alfred been ruined by Henry?

ADVANCE \d4
48. Alfred is on his way somewhere and sings a song about it, “Pull out the _________________________/ Let’s have a ___________________________/ But get me to the ___________________________ on time!” What does the song tell us about Alfred now? 

ADVANCE \d4
49. What does Henry Higgins tell Pickering to do since Eliza is missing?
50. Higgins says, "She behaved in the most outrageous way. I never gave her the slightest provocation." Is he lying or not? Why? 
ADVANCE \d4
51. Who is able to give the police the description of Eliza’s hair and eyes? Why? 

ADVANCE \d4
52. What is ironic about Henry Higgins singing, “Women are irrational, calculating, infuriating(”?
ADVANCE \d4
53. Eliza seeks refuge at Mrs. Higgins’ house. Why is that the only place she has left to go? 

ADVANCE \d4
54. To whom does Eliza believe helped her to become a lady? 

ADVANCE \d4
55. When Eliza tells Henry that he only wants her back to fetch his slippers, how does Henry respond? Why do you think he responds in this way? 
ADVANCE \d4
56. After Eliza tells Henry that he can listen to her voice on the gramophone if he misses her, he replies to himself, “But I can’t _______________ your ________________ on.” What does this reveal about Henry Higgins?

ADVANCE \d4

57. Eliza asks why she should return. What is the reason Henry gives her? 
ADVANCE \d4

58. Who does Eliza declare she will marry? 

ADVANCE \d4

59. Eliza threatens to make money by working for whom? Why does she say this? 
ADVANCE \d4

60. Eliza then sings to Henry, “You are not the beginning or the ______________________ . There’ll 
be ___________________ without you.” What opinion is she convincing herself of?

ADVANCE \d4

61. On his way home, Henry is clearly conflicted. He switches between two songs. One laments, “I’ve 
gone accustomed to your __________________________,” and the other exclaims, “I’ll never 
____________________ her back.” What is confusing Henry Higgins? 

ADVANCE \d4

62. After entering his house, where does Henry go? What does he do there? 

ADVANCE \d4

63. Who quietly appears in the hallway? What is your reaction at this moment? 
ADVANCE \d4
64. How do you characterize the relationship between Henry Higgins and Eliza at this point in time? 

ADVANCE \d4****Discussion Questions over the Entire Play****


65. In the play, Eliza does not end up with Henry.  She ends up marrying Freddy and working in a 
flower shop with him.  They remain friends with Henry Higgins and Colonel Pickering.  Which ending do 
you think makes the most sense?  Why? 

ADVANCE \d4
66. Describe how you see the theme “You can go from rags to riches” throughout this play.  


67. Describe how you see the theme “Don’t judge a book by its cover” throughout the play.  

ADVANCE \d4

68. The study guide is separated into three sections. What does Eliza achieve at each stage?

ADVANCE \d4

69. Which character do you think gets the most “education” in some way, shape, or form?  Why? (Think 
about who learns/grows the most.) 


70.  For each of the following topics, explain what the play is trying to teach us/what message it 
suggests about each: a. Education, b. Social Class, c. Success, d. Marriage and Family 

